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Quickie Review: I Love You, Charlie Tanner by
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Being a widow and all, I tend to avoid books about widows. Often they are just wrong…or
they are too close to home. I Love You, Charlie Tanner was neither. And I love Charlie
Tanner, too.

Charlie and James may not have been married, but they were life partners. The interweaving
of their past and present is skillfully directed and readily illuminates Charlie’s challenges. The
loss of James is swift and cataclysmic; it’s the stripping away of who she thought she was.
Everything she believed about herself, her relationship with James, with the people of the
collective Anam Cara, all dwindle into hazy figments of her wistful imagination. The life she
thought she had was already slipping away. The death of James hastens the final demise.

Early on, the reader understands that Charlie is naked to herself as the terror of her reality
descends on her. Confronting that state of mental undress would put anyone over the edge.
But not Charlie. The intimacy of her inner turmoil is shared in bits and pieces until it all
smashes painfully together as her new life is interrupted by the old one. I found myself trying
to decide what I wished for her…which was not necessarily what she would wish for herself.

The book isn’t always easy to read. There are some truly cringe-worthy events that come to
light, realizations Charlie has to face head on, and more than a few painfully necessary
actions she has to confront. Charlie makes decisions based on her past, but as she moves
forward, her shift towards what is possible makes us not simply root for her, but makes us
feel we are a part of that journey. There are moments I just wanted to hold her hand. All of it
makes for compelling reading.

Golodner has given us a story of choices: some out of necessity, some constructed of
hopeful thinking. As she leads us through the labyrinth of Charlie’s reality, fears, dreams, and
glimmers of hope with a new potential partner, Golodner leaves room for the reader to
wonder whether our own journeys are as fraught. There were places where I stopped
reading long enough to wonder how close this was to my own bubble. Widowhood does that
to a person. The courage Charlie ultimately finds is unexpected but welcome, and she
understands that it never would have happened if James was still alive. His death gives her a
kind of freedom she did not know she needed, much less wanted.

I suspect the “I” in the title is not some character in the book; it is Charlie herself. I love you,
too, Charlie; I just might be one of your biggest fans.

I Love You, Charlie Tanner can be found on Amazon.
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