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Praise
"Haunting, powerful, and intimate... I Love You, Charlie Tanner explores what happens when a woman dares to discover who she is beyond 

the man who once defined her." Jean Meltzer, international bestselling author of The Matzah Ball 

“Passionate and full of mystery,  I Love You, Charlie Tanner is as breathtaking as Cape Breton’s rocky coast. But the novel also tackles bigger 

themes, like the ache of regret, and the tangles of family and faith. Golodner’s Charlie is fully realized, a heroine who discovers a second 

chance at love, at independence, and at becoming the person she always hoped she could be. Golodner understands that grief and desire 

are two sides of the same coin, and by the end of this powerful story, so do we.” Christopher Locke, author of Without Saints

“In this evocative novel from Lynne Golodner, a rich tapestry of love, loss, and second chances unfolds against the backdrop of 

breathtaking landscapes. Fans of Where the Crawdads Sing will be captivated by the lush, vivid descriptions of nature, drawing readers 

deep into a world where the land itself is as alive as the characters. The story weaves together the delicate threads of the human heart 

with the raw, powerful rhythms of the natural world. ” Sarah Ansbacher, author of Ayuni 

Themes
• Gardening + love of nature
• Strong, complex 

female protagonist

• Small town living
• Healing family ties
• Hot rabbi

• Second-chance romance
• Escaping toxic relationships

& cult-like community

Charlie Tanner spent nearly half her life at an agricultural commune 
in Cape Breton, after dropping out of college and severing ties with 
her family. But when the man she thought to be the love of her life, 
James Grace, dies suddenly, 40-year-old Charlie falls mute.  A box of 
money stashed inside a wall of their home allows Charlie to flee the 
commune to a Vermont small town, where she processes her grief in 
the garden. 

Beginning to see how unhealthy her relationship with James really 
was, she reconciles with her parents, who alert her to their latent 
Jewish ancestry.  When they come to visit, she meets a sexy local 
rabbi and is stunned by their immediate and intense connection. 

But Charlie can’t put her past behind her.  Her best friend shows up 
with shocking information: James’ sudden heart attack might actually 
have been a murder.

As Charlie tries to make sense of her past mistakes—and settle into 
a new love—the commune leader brings his bitterness to her front 
door.  In the middle of an ice storm, she comes face-to-face with her 
fate—will she win a chance at a better future, or linger in the 
destruction vindictive men have wrought?

Likened to Where the Crawdads Sing, and evoking the unlikely 
romance of Netflix’s Nobody Wants This and the intrigue and passion 
of Lucy Score’s Forever Never, I Love You, Charlie Tanner is a steamy 
story of second chances, midlife love, and starting over, with a whiff 
of intrigue and surprising twists that’ll keep you turning pages.

I LOVE YOU,
CHARLIE TANNER
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INVITE LYNNE 
TO SPEAK!

Lynne Golodner is the award-winning author of 12 

bestselling books and hundreds of essays and articles as 

well as a marketing expert, writing coach and retreat leader. 

After working as a journalist in New York and Washington, 

D.C., and earning an MFA in writing, Lynne returned to the 

Midwest to pursue a freelance writing career and teach 

writing at the college level. In 2007, she created Your 

People, a marketing company with a focus on storytelling 

that helps companies, organizations and entrepreneurs build 

brands and market their work.

Lynne’s creative nonfiction has appeared in literary journals, 

magazines and newspapers, and her award-winning books 

include the #1 bestselling novel Cave of Secrets, which 

topped Amazon charts in Jewish fiction, gay fiction and 

British and Irish lit. Cave of Secrets was a finalist in the 

Foreword INDIES award for romance and LGBTQ+ fiction, 

and a finalist in the Reader's Choice Award. Her first novel, 

Woman of Valor, earned an honorable mention in the Eric 

Hoffer Award Spiritual Fiction category. Her nonfiction 

book, Hide & Seek: Jewish women and hair covering (2003, 

Urim Publications), has gone into several printings.

Lynne has degrees from the University of Michigan, 

Goddard College and a Certificate in Entrepreneurship 

from the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses program 

at Wayne State University. She is the mother of four young 

adults and lives in Huntington Woods, Michigan with her 

archivist-husband Dan.



Behind the Story: The Art of the Novel:

Building Your Author Brand: 
Creating Compelling Characters: 

Fact & Fiction: 

Career Pivots & Passion Projects:

In this talk, Lynne shares about the inspiration behind her 

books, her writing process, and hard truths that all 

authors know — namely, that novels aren’t really about 

the writers, until they are.

The Imperative of Jewish Storytelling:
In this talk, Lynne will share insights and experiences facing 

Jewish writers today, including the unfortunate oppositions 

to Jewish stories and Jewish authors. She'll also share the 

inspiring and hopeful advances being made under the genre 

of Jewish Publishing.

This workshop takes would-be novelists through the 

process of writing a riveting story and staying the course 

on a long-term book project — with added information 

about how to find the proper support to get a book from 

first draft to published.

How to establish a niche and 
a focus for your writing that teaches 

readers who you are and what you offer. 
Learn the essentials of building an author career and 

branding oneself and explain how and why she built a 

brand as an author devoted to creating compelling Jewish 

characters full of passion and purpose.

Lynne Golodner went from New York journalist to 

freelance single mom to marketing entrepreneur to 

full-time author and writing coach. Now, she helps people 

who never believed they could call themselves "writers" 

get published, produce books and believe in their voices. 

This talk will show how you can have the creative life of 

your dreams, despite all the prevailing myths and fears.

Invite Lynne Golodner
to Speak!

This workshop teaches writers the keys to building 

believable characters that grab readers’ attention and 

keep them turning pages. (It’s easier than you think!) This 

is a hands-on writers workshop. 

Mining Your Life for Story: 
Everyone has compelling stories to tell — but it 

can be hard to figure out what, exactly, to write about 

from real life! In this writers workshop, Lynne takes 

writers through easy paths to unearth interesting details, 

questions and experiences from their lives to inspire and 

inform their writing. 

The Stories that Need to be Told: This talk looks 

at the stories that brave writers share about identity, 

experience, opposition and trauma, and examines why it is 

increasingly important to bring a variety of characters, 

settings and identities to the page. 

Lynne’s Talks & Workshops

Lynne Golodner speaks regularly to book 
clubs, women’s groups, universities and Jewish 

communities about her writing process, career 
pivots, embracing the writing life and being a 

Jewish author in these tenuous times. Her talks 
can include a writers workshop or class, or 

simply be a conversation about the power of 
the written word to solidify identity and share 
important ideas. Her talks can include some of 

the key ideas from this and other books!



Identity Is Chosen, Not Given

Investigating ancestry can be enlightening & 

inspiring. Have you wandered down your 

ancestral path? If so, have you found surprises or 

confirmed what you always knew?

It’s not fair to assume that ancient ways resonate 

for everyone. However, anyone can find access 

into long-held customs and rituals. What rituals 

have been soothing or grounding for you?

Each individual must take an active role in 

constructing their own identity. When have you 

deliberately defined yourself? Was it difficult?

Community Is Important

The support Charlie receives in the wake of James’s death, and her friendship with Boden, 

are anchors in an often-rudderless life. Who has been an essential support for you 

throughout your life, or at difficult times?

While it evolved into a cult-like entity, Anam Cara connected people in meditation and 

communal gatherings as well as back-to-the-earth values of cultivating the land. What 

positive experiences have you had, despite challenging circumstances?

Charlie later finds comfort and stability in the kind welcome of the Jewish community, and in 

the soothing rituals of Jewish observance. What has been your most welcoming community?

Charlie’s parents are soothed after the loss of their daughter when she cuts ties by 

reconnecting with their Jewish community in northern Michigan, and their renewed identity 

strengthens their lives overall. Where have you found comfort during difficult times?

The Best Relationships Involve 
Two Whole Individuals

Love must be mutual to be truly 

beneficial—James’s wild and promiscuous 

behavior often left Charlie alone and lonely, 

but her love with Parker grows out of a deep 

place of knowing and choice. Why did she stay 

with James for so long? How did it make you 

feel to read about her continuing to field his 

unreliable and often cruel behavior? Were you 

relieved when she found a healthier 

relationship with Parker? Why or why not?

We must come to terms with uncomfortable 

aspects of our past choices in order to be 

whole today. Have you had to make peace with 

choices you made when you were younger? If 

so, how did you manage to move on, or even 

learn from past mistakes?

Connecting with Nature & Cultivating the 
Earth is Empowering

Charlie processes her grief in the garden, and also finds power there. When have you 

experienced nature as a healing force?

One of the exceptional qualities of Anam Cara is its cultivation of difficult land. Despite 

the community’s controlling, cult-like tenor, it gifts residents the skills of sustainability. 

When have you experienced this kind of duality in your life?

Research shows the many positive effects of gardening, including that exposure to 

sunlight lowers blood pressure. What have been healing experiences for you in nature?


