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Guest-room guidance

Bed-and-breakfast owners share their tips

By Lynne Meredith Schreiber

WHETHER THE MESSAGE—"We're comiing
in two weeks. Can hardly wait to see you
I"I.‘III.I:Ii.I'IE 1o stay al your [ﬂn:q"—:mnq.:. I'r}
phone or ¢-mail, panic can set in. You love hav-
ing guests, but how to accommodate them?

Even if you relegate guests to your childs
rosark, i can be a wonderful place o stay of
wori cle it righd. The guiding wisdom for cremt-
ing a comfortable guest room in any space,
according 1o bed-and-breakfast (B&B) own-
crs, is to think about what you like when
youl're on vacation and do your best to repro-
duce that experience in your home.

“Create a refuge and pay attention to the
details,” advises Brad Cunningham, Costoo
member and owner, with David Godfrey, of
the 1908 Edwardian-style Dundee Manor
[wwwelinrdeernanorcon) in Dundee, Oregon.

Frowm the bed dowmn to the bottbed water,
every detail in a2 guest room matters if you
want 1o ensure visitors” comfort, case and
supreme relaxation. High-thread-count {600
or more) sheets, A place to stow luggage.
Several varieties of pillows,

The Costco Connection
‘Costeo and Costco.com offer many ibems

to help put together a guest room, including
beds, lamps, chairs, bottled water, sheets,
fowweds and snacks
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*There's nothing worse than having a pil-
low that's too high for your head or one that's
s b savs Costeo memiber Duadd Bnowles,
owner of Shasta Mountlnn (wwoeschasia
mapatiLcon) in Mount Shasta, California,

While inn owners create rooms to daeele
paying guests, it's not hard for the average
homeowner who hosts family and frbends
from time to lime (o carve oul private space
for visitars,

If you dont have the luxury of an extra
guest room, cean owt & couple of drawers and
meake room in the closct so guests have some-
where to unpack their clothes. IF that’s not
possible, affix a rack to the door for hangers

Dundes Manor
features themed
reoms such as The
Asian, (left) that
also hinee Cozy
sitting ansas.

Shasta Mountinn's
Twin Peaks Room
{rigfht) invites (uests
to smaggle in,

and offer a foldaway luggage rack for casy
sultcase acoess, Remove any clutter that migha
miake your guests feel shoved in a corner, such
a5 10w, breakables or collectors ems,

1 furnished [my] rooms simply, clean,
without tchotchkes,” savs Knowles of his 1904
mauntain-view B&B. "I wanted it to be the
kind of place that evoked the air of visiting a
CORISEN oF an aunt—a homey feeling.”

Cunningham and Knowles suggest creat-
ing a cozy seating arca if there's space. A cou-
ple of pleasant chairs and a small table are
enough to provide an area other than the bed
for lingering. “Make them feel that if they
want to sit and read a book, they have a cozy
Mace to do 5o, says Cunningham.

And while you're at it, offer some reading
material—current magazines or well-loved
paperbacks {short stories are better than nov-
|:|5.. Sk Eul.rsl.:. =1} | rllfli.:.h ik Ia|q' ar Bivo l,!l.lri“s
their visit).

Little things make all the difference: plush
robes, hair dryers, a night light so no one
bangs a knee, enough toilet paper to avoad
meek requests for a new roll, wibetries in case
they forget something,

And snacks. Allow guests 1o satisfy
between-mieals hunger without badgering
vou. Arrange packaged snacks, bottled water
and, in the morning. coffee and tea from a
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SKYLINE FURNITURE HEADBOARDS

g/fﬁ?‘?‘.’ }W:’ffe{ Cﬁfﬁﬁfﬁ These headboands, spholseered in lush chocolase
amicrosuede velver, will add elegence to any bedroom. Each headboand features soft padding and
is accemted with decp hard-pulled button tmifting. Al headboards attach to a standard frame
(not included) and are hetghe adjusrable. Selection may vary by locrion.
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The Taylor Soda Chaise ks covered in nm—q:a'l‘mnw..a microfiber for easy spot cleaning.
i offers phush saating with wrapped poby/fiber foam cushions. This sactional faatures eight-
wery hand-tied coil spring consinection, ghing superior comion and durabiity.
it inchuedes two matching decormtive pllows.
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hot-water carale for early risers.

st as ima BB, guiests in vour homse want
1o feel sellf-sufficient and nod bardensome,
Assuring a positive experience for them is
about the accoutrements, but ultimately its
really the welcomibng attitude vou extend, and
hpn.‘l'u.‘hl'lg. timse Id:lr.i'll'u:l and Enjoving one
anwodher’s company that makes the difference,

“If you have consistency ansd passion about
hosting someone in your home, they will fecl
spcial and that they are in a special place,
says Cunningham, "We have repeat guests
Li |"||.| LS 'I||.¢.'. k.-rv|.|'| COanang back because 1]u.'.
like: the refaxed atmosphere, the comforts, the
nurturing=—just the general warmth they fecl
throughout the house. It's a genuine refuge.
And we get that because we pay attention o
the details” o

Lysre Meredith Schreiber, wwwyourppl.com,
isar Detroit writer, prldlicist and blogeer
(wwwynneschreiber.com/blog/].

Nino Garcia
Fumniture Buyer

N AN OLD Abbott and Costalle movia
there was a scene in which Costallo
pushed a hidden switch and walts and
furniture swited to turm & bedroom
into & casing. That might not be your
need, Bt wou may indeed want one of
YOUT [O0ms to Serve two purposas—
for instance, a home office that occa-
sionally can double as a guest room.

One incredibly varsatile item is
the Ravrenina Pillow-Top Euro Lounger.
Various articulations make it a sofa,
a sofa with armrests, a lounger, a
split-back or a bed, It's like five pleces
of furniture in one. The Ravenna
Lounger is upholstersd in tufted Jaora
pramium faux leather with contrast
tan baseball stitching, and iz easy to
adapt to any of its wses. It requires
FHkPIEnAER CARe: dusting and an ooca-
sional wipe with a damp, soft cloth.

If the utility of the plece isn't
enough for you, check cut the value.
You can expect to pay twice as much,
or more, for similar pieces sold else-
where. [
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